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I have thc privilege to speak on beh& of the International Steering Cqmmittee, of which 
some mcrnbers are present. In the documentation before you is 2 full list of members. 

I have been asked to thank you for the hgh lwel of participation of non-governmental 
representatives in the Santiago meeting. On  the basis of t h s  collaboration, we have already 
begun preparations for the 2007 h.histeriurn in Bamako. 

Hal-ing established the International Steezing Committee wid1 representatives from all 
regons, an Executive Secretariat was set up m Bamako under the presidency of Dr Oumar 
Mkalou.  T h e  first of a series of regional prepamtoy meetings was held for Africa in 
Bamako, the report of which is fivailable, and others will follow in the Americas, Asia, 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Following the invitation of the Chair of the Community of Democracies, we have identified 
representatives lor the four IVorking Groups whom we believe d contribute to their role 
in impIemwting she Santiago commitments and widening support for the Community. 
Those individuals and a liaison person in respect of each Workmg Group are in a document 
before you. 

Since Santiago, the Community has played a si@cant role in two important matters which 
we would like to highlight. 

The United Nations Democram Fund (LNDEV is set to make important global 
contributions to support actions for strengthening democracy. We would urge you to a f f h  
xnd seek to replenish the Fund so that its work can conhue.  

Second, the election of the Human Rights Council has resulted in a council in whch 
members of the Community are sipficantlv represented. We would like to draw your 
~ttention to a statement issued on September 1 I titled "Democruy C~ZICZIJ Urged To L a d  Eforts 
To Srnf~gthtn UhT Actions On Dtmocrq And Human QyhfS' by a number of uvil society 
organizations and representatives which has been circulated. T h e  statement focuses on the 
Human Rghts Council, freedom of assocbtion and the '"assault on democracy" resolution, 
and the United Nations Democracy Fund. 

'Ihe InternationaI Steering Committee would itself IrEre. to request the Community members 
in Geneva to convene under the leadership of Malj in order to consider ways in which the 
Council can address human rights violations in an even handed and pro-active way. We are 
convinced that country and situation specific viohcions should continue to receive attention 
h o u g h  resolutions and other avdabIe mechanisms. 

We would urge you to enswe &at the Council considers acting on human rights violations in 
Sudan/Darfur, North Korea, Z'zbekistm and orher circumstances. The present coup in 
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