March 31, 2010

To: African Heads of State

Re: May 2010 UN Human Rights Council elections
Your Excellency,

As a diverse group of African human rights organizations engaged with the UN Human Rights
Council (Council) in Geneva we urge you to seize the opportunity of the forthcoming May 2010
Council elections to ensure that the African group encourages the states from our continent with a
human rights record of the ‘highest standard’ to run for election, in line with the spirit of UN
General Assembly Resolution 60/251 creating the Council.

We would like to start off by applauding the competitive elections among the African candidates
during last year’s Council election and would like to encourage the African group to support
competition for the elections this year.

We are however writing to express our concern about several recent and established procedures
within the selection process that risk to undermine the level of competition and transparency of
elections within the African group.

First of all, we are concerned that the nomination of candidates within the African Union (AU)
Ministerial Committee on African Candidatures within the International System, a body in which a
limited number of states are represented, prevents certain states from having their voices heard and
heightens the risk of power politics, reciprocal agreements, and vote trading. In fact, in past years,
countries from our continent whose human rights records should be applauded and whose
membership would be a valuable addition to the Council have been discouraged from secking a seat
as a result of considerations unrelated to their commitment to human rights promotion.

We would also like to express our concern by the recent decision of the AU Executive Council to
only officially endorse two candidates, notably Libya and Mauritania, for this yeat’s election: four
African seats are up for re-election in May and the elections are now just over a month away. One of
the key aims of the Council was to improve the membership of the main UN human rights
mechanisms, notably by ensuring that Member States are able to elect members based on the
“contribution of candidates to the promotion and protection of human rights”; ensuring a
competitive slate is therefore crucial.

We therefore urge you:

* To call for greater transparency and representation within the selection process of candidates
in the AU Ministerial Committee on African Candidatures within the International System;
* To encourage the African group to ensure competitive elections by selecting in a fair and

transparent manner at least five candidates for the forthcoming May 2010 elections;



* To closely monitor the human rights records of states nominated to run; and

* To ensure that states are elected based on an objective assessment of the state’s commitment
to and promotion of human rights rather than the result of power politics, reciprocal

agreements, and vote trading.

Commitment by the African group to the Council election process can not only help to enhance the
effectiveness and credibility of the Council, but it can also shape the future of human rights in Africa
by drawing international attention to Africa’s specific concerns and by giving countries within the

region who serve as proponents of human rights both the standing and space they deserve.
Many thanks for giving importance to this selection.
Sincerely,

Hassan Shire Sheikh
Executive Director
East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project (EHAHRDP), Uganda

Moataz El Fegiery
Executive Director
Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), Egypt

Solange Fiaty
Coordinator of the Secretariat
West African Human Rights Defenders Network, Togo

Roshnee Narrandes
Chairperson
Southern African Human Rights Defenders Trust (SAHRDT), South Africa

Pacifique Nininahazwe
President
Forum for the Re-enforcement of Civil Society (FORSC), Burundi

Théophile Habonimana
President
HUMURE, Burundi

Alexandre Niyungeko
President
Burundian Journalists Union, Burundi

Elizabeth Chyrum
Director
Human Rights Concern, Eritrea



Yared Hailemariam Habtegiorgis
Secretary General
Association for Justice and Accountability in Ethiopia (AJAE), U.S.A

L. Muthoni Wanyeki
Executive Director
Kenya Human Rights Commission (KHRC), Kenya

Njoroge Waithera
Member
Release Political Prisoners, Kenya

Pascal Nyilibakwe
Secrétaire exécutif
Ligue des droits de la personne dans la région des grands lacs (LDGL), Rwanda

Fartuun Abdisallam Adan
Chairperson, Peace and Human Rights Network (PHRN)
Director, Elman Peace Centre, Somalia

Osman Moallim
Coordinator
Somali Coalition for freedom of Expression, Somalia

Wais, Ibrahim H.Musa
Executive Director
Samotalis Coalition of Human Rights, Somaliland

Liemia Eljaili Abubkr
Head of the Executive Committee
Women’s Media Association, Sudan

Rose Kusingura
National Coordinator
Africa Human Rights Education Programme, Uganda

Ruth Ojiambo Ochieng
Executive Director
Isis-Women's International Cross Cultural Exchange, Uganda

Loamba Moke
President
Association for Human Rights in the Prison System, Congo- Brazzaville

Hannah Foster
Chair
Africa Democracy Forum, The Gambia



Andrew Chigovera
Chair
African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies, The Gambia

Humphrey Sipalla
Publications and Communications Officer
Institute for Human Rights and Development in Africa, The Gambia

Prize McAprezo
Member
West Africa Human Rights Defenders Network, Ghana

Mac-Darling Cobbinah
Executive Director
Centre for Popular Education and Human Rights, Ghana

Mawuli Dake
Executive Board Member
Moremi Initiative for Women’s Leadership in Africa, Nigeria

John Oziegbe
Senior Partner
Partnership for Justice, Nigeria

Itoro Eze-Anaba
Coordinator of the Secretariat
Human Rights Agenda, Nigeria

Ali Idrissa
National Coordinator
Network for Transparency and Budgetary Analysis, Niger

Awa BA
Senegal Program Manager
Open Society Initiative for West Africa, Senegal

Alphonse Samba Tine
Coordinator
Research for Popular Nations, Senegal

Mohammed Ali
General Director
The Egyptian Union for Human Rights Young Organizations , Egypt

Alfredo Libombo

Executive Director
MISA-Mozambique (Media Institute of Southern Africa), Mozambique
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Phil ya Nangoloh
Executive Director
National Society for Human Rights (NSHR) of Namibia, Namibia

Miguel Gomes Antonio
Executive Director
Southern African Christian Initiative (SACHI), Namibia

Clément Phebe Mavungu
Legal Ofticer
International Commission of Jurists, Africa Regional Programme, South Africa

Gabriel Shumba
Executive Director
Zimbabwe Exiles Forum, South Africa

Sipho Theys
Director
Action Support Centre, South Africa

Ingrid Srinath
Secretary General
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation, South Africa

Musa I.N. Hlophe
Coordinator
Swaziland Coalition of Concerned Civic Organizations (SCCCO), Swaziland

Mata Coulibaly
Coordinatrice
Coalition Ivoitienne des Défenseurs des Droits Humains, Cote d’Ivoire

Siaka Coulibaly
Secrétaire Exécutif
Réseau des Organisations de la Société Civile pour le Développement, Burkina Faso

Omowumi Asubiaro
Senior Project Officer
Gender and Affirmative Action Issues Based Project, Nigeria

Saudatu Mahdi
Secretary General
Women's Rights Advancement and Protection Alternative, Nigeria



